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The Defective Child 501 

years, to be clean, to feed itself, to walk, to understand words spoken 
to it, and possibly to make itself understood, enough will have been 
accomplished. Sometimes no amount of conscientious training will 
ever bear fruit, but it is worth while to try, and even in the slowest 
cases, time and painstaking effort will bring gratifying results. Re- 
member, it is essential to be patient, tactful, and persevering. It 
may be given to you to awaken a child's mind, to help the feebly- 
gifted baby to capture and make its own the gifts which Nature has 
bestowed in such a twisted fashion. 
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NURSES AS ANESTHETISTS 



The Modern Hospital for February quotes the opinion of First 
Deputy Attorney-General William H. Keller of Pennsylvania, as fol- 
lows: "You are accordingly advised that it is not illegal for a nurse 
who has been trained in the administration of anesthetics to administer 
such anesthetic as may be prescribed by a physician under and in ac- 
cordance with his orders and directions." In rendering the decision, 
the attorney-general calls attention to the fact that nurses are allowed 
to do certain things under the direction of the physician, among them 
administering drugs, and finds that anesthetics are drugs, no distinction 
being made between them and others of equal importance. Quite 
justly, he cites that a nurse would be likely to be under closer super- 
vision when giving an anesthetic than when giving other drugs. 



